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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 05821 031326Z 
ACTION NEA- 11 

INEO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-00 HA-05 SSM-03 OMB-01 
TRSE-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-08 INR-10 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 ACDA-12 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 L-03 
NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 /124W 

007283 031703Z/46 

R031208ZMAY78 
PM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2930 
INEO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
USMISSION SINAI 
USMISSION USUN NY 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

CONPIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 5821 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IS 

SUBJECT: JEWISH AGENCY FEUD OVER PORTPOLIOS APPECTS BEGIN S 
AUTHORITY AND RELATIONS WITH U.S. JEWRY 

REF: TEL AVIV 3 194 

1 . AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OP MOUNTING STRAINS 
BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER BEGIN AND THE AMERICAN JEWISH 
COMMUNITY OVER FOREIGN POLICY AND CLASHES BETWEEN 
LIBERALS AND HERUT OVER DOMESTIC AND INTRA-LIKUD 
ISSUES, THE CONTROVERSY OVER THE PILLING OP THE 

POUR KEY PORTPOLIOS (TREASURY, SETTLEMENTS, IMMIGRATION- 
ABSORPTION, YOUTH ALIYAH) OP THE JEWISH AGENCY (JA) 

LEFT UNRESOLVED PROM THE WZO CONGRESS (TEL AVIV 3194) 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TEL AV 05821 031326Z 

APPEARS TO ADD PURTHER TO THE EROSION OP CONPIDENCE 
IN BEGIN'S LEADERSHIP. 

2. THE CONPLICT CENTERS PRINCIPALLY AROUNG HIS INSISTENCE 
THAT THE JEWISH AGENCY TREASURY AND ONE OTHER KEY POST 
GO TO HERUT CANDIDATES OP HIS CHOICE. MOUNTING RESISTANCE 
TO HIS EPFORTS LEAVES THE OUTCOME IN DOUBT. IF BEGIN 
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PRESSES TOO EAR, THIS COULD PROVOKE A BREAKUP OP THE WORLD 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION, SPLIT THE WZO AND THE JEWISH AGENCY, 

AND AFPECT THE PUND RAISING FUNCTIONS OF THE AGENCY. 

3. FAILURE OP BEGIN TO PREVAIL, POLLOWING HIS FAILURE 

TO DESIGNATE HIS CANDIDATE POR THE PRESIDENCY OP ISRAEL 
IS BOUND TO REDUCE PURTHER HIS AUTHORITY IN HIS OWN PARTY 
AND VIS-A-VIS THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY. 

4. THE CRISIS OP CONPIDENCE BETWEEN THE AMERICAN JEWISH 
COMMUNITY AND BEGIN OVER THE PLACEMENT OP HERUT CANDIDATES 
IN THE JEWISH AGENCY IS REPORTEDLY ALSO HAVING AN 

IMPACT ON THE PUND RAISING CAMPAIGN BY UJA. POR THE 
FIRST TIME AMERICAN PUND RAISING OFPICIALS ARE REPORTEDLY 
INSISTING ON TIGHTER ACCOUNTABILITY POR THE USE OP PUNDS. 
MOREOVER, THEY HAVE TOLD BEGIN THAT HIS POREIGN POLICY 
APPROACH IS LIKELY TO MAKE PUND RAISING MORE DIPPICULT. 

5. AIRGRAMS POLLOWS. 

LEWIS 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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